To the Editor, Over the past years, Greece has been witnessing a variety of social, economic and political upheavals. Due to such difficulties, the number of people seeking for a better quality of life abroad is continuously rising. Nowadays, the phenomenon of "brain drain", which describes the migration of young and aspiring scientists towards such countries, is very much common.
Numerous factors have fortified these results. First of all, research was importantly eliminated during the economic crisis. Funding sources were reduced and research grants decreased to less than 50%. Research centers lack national funding, which compromises availability of materials and equipment. The majority of graduate students have lost their stipend coverage and do not have the chance to acquire one. Such burdens restrain and compromise academic and research excellence. Therefore, the apparent choices for the new scientists are either to change occupation or leave the country in order to find a promising position of their interest abroad. This is definitely not the future young and ambitious students from around the world dream about when they make the decision to enter the world of academia and scientific research.
The number of Greek scientists that had successfully completed their studies in the field of their interest in Greece and are currently working abroad is vast. Some of them have pursued successful academic careers and their work already constitutes a great contribution to the societies they live in. Does not Greece deserve such a skilled and passionate workforce? It seems that the Greek society is inadequately aware of the importance of science in life. Greek universities score quite low in global ranking studies compared to other universities of the European Union.
It is also a fact that non-public universities are not allowed to be founded in Greece by law. Even the concept of private or non-public university is insufficiently understood in Greece. On the other hand, public/state universities, despite the good quality of many students and some of the faculty, deal with unprecedented corruption that compromises meritocracy and excellence.
We, students from Greek and international universities, envision a university system without the involvement of any political parties in the operation of universities that makes things more complicated. There is clearly another way of student groups in colleges we dream of. This includes psychological, foreign language, sports, book reading and other societies and clubs that give students the opportunity to enrich their knowledge and self-improve.
Greece is now in the process of constitutional amendment, which constitutes an important opportunity for Greece to make some major changes. Various high-rank universities established abroad are not national/public. The combination of state and non-public non-profit institutions can lead to more academic opportunities. This occurs for centuries in other countries in Europe, including the UK, which attracts the best of the young people from around the world. However, in Greece, this is surprisingly not yet allowed by the constitution. It is certain that new universities would boost the quality of education and research in Greece and would attract international students due to low costs of both fees and life. Considering that countries such as Germany and countries of Scandinavia have already combined programs in both the mother language and English, it is time for Greece to join in, compete and collaborate with them. This would definitely motivate researchers of Greek descent, who live abroad, or non-Greek researchers to relocate to Greece. This will create an excellent research environment that will include researchers from both public and non-public universities in Greece, constituting a "reservoir" of a powerful national research workforce. This can definitely be a way of reversing the "brain drain" that Greece is currently confronting, and stimulate the economy via discoveries that will lead to new products and applications, of which Greek universities will hold the intellectual property rights.
As Hippocrates has said "Healing is a matter of time, but it is sometimes also a matter of opportunity". This is the opportunity for Greece to catch up with modern developments in higher education and research.
